


PIPING PLOVER 

Location: Presque Isle State Park 

Date: July 29, 1995 

Time: 7:15to7:30AM 

Charadrius melodus 

Weather: Variably cloudy, wind westerly to about IO mph, temp. about 76 F 

Observer: Jerry McWilliams 

Optics: Zeiss IO X 40 Binocular and Kowa TSN 4 Spotting Scope at 30X 

Details of sighting and description: Ed Kwater and I were walking out into Region II of 

Gull Point to conduct a shorebird survey when we stopped to look at several shorebirds 

feeding along the edge of the water. There were three birds that were about 100 to 150 feet 

away from us, one was an adult Killdeer, one was an adult Sanderling, and the other was a 

juvenile Piping Plover. In a few minutes the Piping plover left the other two birds and 

began walking along the beach in our direction and approached us to within 100 feet. 

While I was trying to set up my camera for a photograph the bird flew and called about five 

or six times. The call might be described as sounding like a whistled pee-po. Before it 

flew the following details were noted; it was about the same size and shape as a 

Semipalmated Plover and was nearly equal in size to the nearby Sanderling. The bird's 

behavior was similar to that of the Semipalmated Plover's behavior, a slow deliberate walk­

a few-steps and then pause, repeated over and over with an occasional peck at the ground. 

The entire underside of the plover was pure white. The bill was entirely black and was 

short and stubby like a Semipalmated Plovers bill. The mantle, wing coverts, head and 

cheeks were pale gray. The mantle and wing covert feathers were narrowly edged in 

white, which was indistinct but visible. The color of the gray on the Piping Plover was 

nearly equal to the gray of the basic mantle feathers on the nearby Sanderling. The 

forehead was white as well as the supercillium. The eye was jet black standing out quite 

prominently against the pale unmarked face. There was a pale gray bar that extended down 

each side of the breast and was separated from the pale gray head by a narrow white collar. 

The folded primaries were black and the legs were dull yellow. 

I saw and photographed another, or perhaps the same, Piping Plover on August 10th & 

11th. 
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I Record No.:261-01-1995 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) 

Date of Sighting: 29 July 1995 to 11 August 1995 
Location: PRESQUE ISLE STATE PARK 
County: ERIE 
Observer(s): Jerry Mcwilliams 

Ed Kwater 
Date of Submission: 1995 
Submitted by: Jerry McWilliams 
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class Il Class m Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F.Haas X 
N. Pulcinella 'x 
E. Kwater x 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe X 
S. Feldstein X 
TOTALS / 
DECISION ,x 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): Ye ~/ML----· 
Date: 5---1·-76 




